The time has come to dit

rate the truthful from the liar, the righteous from
the wicked, the believer from the hypocrite, and
those who are steadfast and unshakable from
those who despair and lose hope; to separate
those who truly desire Jannah from deep within
their hearts from those who only make the claim
on the tip of their tongues. I ask Allah to make us
among those who remain steadfast until the end
to witness the victory or grant us the provision of
an accepted shahadah.

Linvite my sisters in the Islamic State who — by
Allah’s grace — have remained firm, patient and
persevering, to lend me their ears, s I believe we
are in serious need of reminders and rectification.

Figure 57 Our Journey to Allah
(Rumiyah 112017, 12)
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Indecd, many Muslim women today have memorized
the hadith, “Do th e sl: f Allah from

the massjd of Allah,” which is reported by al-Bukhari
and Muslim. However, few of them have knowledge of
the rulings related to the masajid and the guidelines for
heading ou to the maszjid and praying in them, So if you,
O Muslimah, have to head out to the masjid, then read
these words so that perhaps they may benefit you and you
may use them to distance yourself from any forbidden

‘matters.

The Default with Regards to the Woman Is for Her to
Remain in Her Home

Know, my Muslim sister — may Allah guide you to all
that is good — that the default with regards to the woman
s for her o remain in her home, and that the prayer which
you perform in your house is better than the prayer you
perform in the masjid.

SISTERS

Likewise, anyone who ponders the hadith of our
prophet €, “Do not prevent the female slaves of Allah
from the masajid of Allah” will notice that despite him g
forbidding the people from preventing the women from
going to the masajid, he did not encourage the women to
pray with the Jamaah, nor did he mention its virtues as
he did in the case of the men when he encouraged them
o pray with the Jama'ah. Rather, we find in the hadith
of Abdullah Tbn ‘Umar &, that after he @ forbade
preventing women from the masajid, he followed it up
with his statement, “and their houscs are better for them.”
In fact, the woman's prayer in her house is even better
than her prayer in the masid of the Prophet &, for Umm
Humayd as-Sa’idiyyah narrated that she came to Allah’s
Messenger € and said, “O Messenger of Allah, 1 love
praying with you.” He said, “T have known that, and yet
your prayer in your room is better than your prayer in your
home, and your prayer in your home is better than your
prayer in the masjid of your people, and your prayer in

Figure 58 The Female Slaves of Allah in the
House of Allah (Rumiyah 12 2017, 36)
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IN YOUR HOMES

The wives of Allah’s Messenger @ in the Dunya and
the Akhirah, the Mothers of the Believers s, were the
E]x]m( and most pious, chaste, and devout of women. Al-

& addressed them from above the seven heavens, giv-
ing divine advice and teaching distinct etiquette, none
of which requires further interpretation or explanation
for those whom Allah has granted insight. From these
lessons is one coming in the form of an order in His say-
ing, “Abide in your homes” (Al-Ahzab 33), meaning stay,
be settled, and remain at home. Since it is Allah & who
commanded this, the believing men and women have no
choice but to say, “We hear and we obey.” Why then do
most women today not stay in their homes as the best
of them had been ordered, but instead so often leave for
10 true need or necessity? This is a weakness in their re-
ligious capacity for adhering to these kinds of teachings,
as doing so goes against the pleasures claimed in leaving
one’s home for the tempting, beautiful world.

Some might say that this order of remaining home
is specific to the wives of the Prophet @ and thus oth-
er women are not included therein. Al-Qurtubi answers
this by saying, “The meaning of this ayah is the com-
mand to stay at home. Even though it was addressed
to the wives of the Prophet @, others are included in
its meaning, whether or not there is evidence explicitly
encompassing all women by the ayah. How then when
the Shari’ah is full of evidences about women having to

-

remain in their homes and to abstain from leaving
unnecessarily” (At-Tafsir).

Tbn Kathir & said, “These are etiquettes which Al-
lah @ ordered the wives of the Prophet &) to practice,
and the women of the Ummah have to follow them
therein” (At-Tafsir).

Indeed, if such was the commandment of Allah
& to the wives of the Prophet — the best of women,
with the purest hearts, and most wary of what Allzh
has forbidden — then how about women who are less
than them in status?

‘We cannot forbid what Allah & permitted, we seck
refuge from doing so. Allah & is kind and merciful to
His slaves and did not forbid a woman from leaving
her home absolutely. Rather, He only made staying
home the default rule. As for her leaving home, then
such is based upon nced. This need is evaluated by the
woman after her husband, father, or guardian. And
Allh & is “most knowledgeable of who has taqwa”
(An-Najm 32).

The Sunnah is full of ahadith that indicate the per-
missibility of 2 woman leaving her home to seck a
fatwa, to provide water and medical treatment on the
battleground to the wounded, or to visit her friends

Figure 59 Abide in Your Homes
(Rumiyah 3 2016, 40)



